A HEROIN-ADDICTED HAIRSTYLIST GUARANTEED
T0 SCARE THE ST. LOUIS FILM FEST STRAIGHT
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Black
Celebration

Welcome to Harkonin's
metal smorgasbord

BY PAUL FRISWOLD
arkonin vocalist Jason Barron
laughs explosively, interrupts
hirm=elf mid-sentence and sur-
reptitiously palms the lighter

hi= son Braden has been using to singe table-

top debris. He smiles ar Braden, who's
unaware that the lighter he's looking for is
hidden in his father's hand — the hand with

“blut™ attooed scross the knuckles in thickly

serif-ed letters, Braden, a wiry kid who can’t

be more than twebve, gives up looking and

PESRETTNES jp:'il..'lli.l:l!{ fora q.|_1.|ii:k rum to KFC, bt

he knows he's outnumbered by the rest of

Harkonin: bassist Tom Quach, muitarist Mat

Covle and drommer Clayton Gore,

Still, hi= mention of The Colonel reminds
the ¢lder Barron of a recent discovery at
another fiet-food ;ui:nr.

“The Long John Silver's off of St
Charles Rock Road has the baddest jukebox
there, dude,” Barron testifies, “Everyvthing
in it is oo,

“There's a jukebox at Long John 5il-
ver's? Covle nsks,

“Wes! It was o bunch of Frankie Valli and
Chuck Berry and James Brown and 1'm just
like pickin® all this shit,” Barron says. “My
p;'i:riﬁ'il.'lhl is ke, *Are we SO mﬁ“ Itold |'||:rI
T'm srill eatin” a hush puppy? I'm ]'\-]rq,"in' all
this shit.” He laughs again, bsuder this time

Chuck Berry may be an odd chaice for a
vocalist, but Frankic Valli and James Brown
make more sense. The latter's earthy grunts
and syncopated velps have clearly rubbed
off on Barron, who howls with feral delight
in hiz own song “Heksenbrand,” right
before he grates out, “Heksenbriind, the
witches® ﬁrl.-_."'l'.ummﬂ princess, whore of the
undead /T pump vou Full of sin.”

Behind Barron™s acidic s, Gaone stomps
out a lung-flattening double-hass pattern,
with Quach's guttural hass sliding deeper
into the abyss with every nff. Covle shreds
an inverted scale of nasally sharp notes
berween Barron's outburses, and then
I |iIJ'Il!I.III.iIIﬂtb]h.":li'-"l.'l:.‘]!.'u]" forward nta the
galloping race against death that causes
heads to snap with vickous glee; just when
vour neck is good and warmed up, they rein
it back to a dangerous, martial lurch.

Three gut-churning riffs in just under
four minutes — any one of them worth their
wenght in pure, unadulterated metal — show
how the band has staked out a territory
somewhere between the raw, immediate

roar of the Scandinavian hordes and the
groove of classic death thrash. It's the sort of
viscera] asciilt that :I'FII_'.|I1I'I:I.|;II'r|1 n[fh:_- F:_'.rm:
L'r'||.1||.".'"a1§g.' ok aiit, and Harkonin's Sermons
of Angaeish is absolutely Althy with them.
Amguish's dark majesty is all the more
remerkable because half of this Harkonin is
relatively new to the band since its 2003
release, Seductress of the Unlight. Drummer
Mike Evans and guitarists Dirake Poeschel
and Lael Clark have been replaced by Gore
and Coyle, respiectively. Some of those depar-
mires were amicable — and some weren't
“Drake went to medical school: Mike's
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Harkonin: =l do want to plesse matalheads.”

becoming o lawyer im Chicago,” Gore
explaing, “T was just playing drums by myself,
and the :r]'.!]'u'.rh||1i.11_,' i _|'n]:1:|.' with these Fuys
came up. When Drake left we were looking
for a second guitanst, and Matt came in. Licdde
did we know he'd be the only guitarist”

Lael Clark’s reasons for no longer being
part of Harkonin are not really open for dis
cussion. "Ask Warghoul about him,” Coyle
says, referring to the Ilinois band Clark
joined and has since been “excommiuni-
cated”™ from, sccording to the latest posting
on Warghoul's Web site. Mo other explana-
tion fior Clark’s exit is offered,

The changes in personnel have definitely
altered Harkonin™ 5¢_|-n1;l.'|.'1'il:|ng process
Cuach notes that before, “Drake wrote the
majpority of the songs, and Lael wrote some,
I was kinda the guy who was like, ‘OK. I'll
play that song.™

“Drake was very specific with his souff,”
Barran adds. “He could play those black-
maetal riffs like crasy.”

“Weah, he was picky about his music,”

B

1.,11J;J.|.'|'| AETEEs. “There's a Lot of metal out
there, but Drake only listened to, like, fve
hands"

Mot that Quach and Barron are knock-
ing the carlier incarnation of their band;
Seductress of the Unlight still packs an
:in1pn|,'x~:|.l.'h' '.l.'.'||.||::-'|'l_ after all. Bue the current
vergion of Harkonin isn’t afraid to break off
from a riff to explore something that lics
beneath the surface of the song finding
dark places that vield much maore reward-
ilhg thrills. You can hu.:u.H yiour head to
Seductress, but vou can throw vour whale
baudy into Sermons’ horrific maelstrom.

And in the hinterlands of extreme metal,
that sort of power gets vou noticed — but not
asg guickly az Harkonin would like, “We're
entirely slf-himdisl.” Gore |_'}|:FII.'|'!|'|;~:_"1|.'|.'|_' put
out both CDe on our own, end ‘em out all
ower the place just like amy other band. Labels,
like the big labels, are more interested in sign
ing stuff they know is gonna sell, that sounds
like everybody else. Like joke metal or mall
mietal. Or metalcore. They'll sign anvibody i
vour're 8 metaloore band.” He sniffs.

“But eventually, as much as word's getting
around, somebody's gonna knock on our
door and \b-'l."l.]:{l;‘!'l.]"ll.' ri;'.:]ﬂ deal, Wie com con-
rinue o do this curselves, s long as it takes
[to get signed]. Matt works at 3 studio, we
can get a good rate there, and we can always
record. And Lee [Skyles] from Chunks of

Meat does pood putting the package [shows]
together and that's right in town. But ideally
we'd like vo get the hell owt of here™”

Cn}'lx‘ aAFTees that extensive tvnl,lring 15
the dream, but not inancially possible rigghe
now. “We can book our own shows out of
towm, but it'd be nice to get some support so
we could tour for a couple months and
come back.™

"Diawe have to come back?™ Barron asks.
{Probably, if they want to see their drummier
again — Gore has two kids and a job)

Still, even if they lock up a record deal,
the members of Harkonin have no illusions
about the commercial viability of their
music. In the marginalized world of
extreme mietal, whiere bloody-guts intensity
and liver-scorching blasphemy win fans®
black hearts, there's little promise of radio
play or even mainstream exposure on the
level of a more commercial band such as
Slipknot — and Harkonin knows it

“This kind of music is alwavs going to be
underground,” Gore  continsed on page 52
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r a rainy Halloween afternoon,
two-thirds of the Vultures =
puitarist-vocalist Rvan Koenig
and bassst-vocalist Ashley Hohman —
munch o fries and chili at the Courtesy
Diner, A: the Doors and Johnny Cash
croon vevet from the jukebox, Koenig
and Hokman frequently finish each
other's smtences and chime in excitedly
while distussing their favorite music,

“I've been really big into girl groups
all my lile,” Hohman says, “When we
[motionsto Koenig] first started hang-
ing out, that's when we really got into
e —"

“~Thit's when (ldies 1430 was still
around — that station got me into a lot of
difberent swuff,” Koenig interjects.

“Yeah and we just started getting into
more rockabilly,” Hohman says.

“Whea I was a kid, 1 was listening to
Dvlan and [Captain] Beefheart and the
Beatles,” Koenig continues. “When I got
to high school, T listened to more punk
rock: Adicts—=

*—Ramones, of course,” Hohman
adds *1 really got into the Cramps and X.
Screaming Lord Sutch has been a big
influenceon us. He does Jack the Ripper
= wie got that song from him.”

“He was pretty much the English
answer o Screamin® Jay Hawkins™
Koenig pats in

The gelden-oldie preferences might
not betray their young ages (Hohman's
seventeen, Koenlg twenty-one), but it
certainly goes a bong way toward explain-
ing what the Vultures are all about. A lit-
tle bit purk, a litthe bit rockabilly and a lot
fuzzy, Nuggets-inspired garage rock and
“Surf’s up!” licks, the trio is passionate
about music and music history — both
preserving and playing it.

Formed by Koenig and Hohman in
December 2003, the band used a drum
machine before adding a real drummer
the following spring and spent summer
2004 in the (literal) garage practicing for
hours a day.

Although its first show wasn't until
last year's Halloween, the band carned is
biggest local break when St Louis musi-
cian Bob Reuter had them play on his
radio show, Bob's Scratchy Records, on
EDHX (881 FM) in January.

“Tt surprised me that they were play-
ing music you don't really asseciate with
people that age.” Reuter says. “And they
s meant it. 've had a bunch of groups on
my show, and they're probably my
favorite. They captured the spiritof what
rock & roll was about. They have a sense
of fun about them. That has been missing
from rock & rall for such a long time.”

The Vultures capture this cssence on
their new, self-tithed debut EP. Hohman's
cat-scratch vocals — which Reuter

as “a throwing a
temper tantrum”™ — work in tandem with
Koenig's feral, wizened blussman singing
on a high-energy mix of covers and origi-
nals, all thundering with "60s-era musical
tricks and B-monie intrigue.

They'll celebrate the album's release
at 7 pm. Friday, November 11, at Vintage
Vinyl (6610 Delmar Boulevard, Univer-
sity City; 314-T21- continuéd on page 52
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Harkonin

cantbnwed from page 51

savE, "Suocess is relative, [F vou're looking to

make momey, you're in the wrong genre,”
“We could do some Weezer-sounding

shit and be rich rght now!™ Barron laughs,

.'".. _.l'-.

. {:u:rlf_' leams back from the table, Ti's et-
ting late. Day and nighe jobs, kids, girl
friends, wives and Bradens dinner all loom
in the middle-future. One more full set

BEE leoms in the immediate future, and Coyle
R eyes his matte-black Les Paul like it's the

only thing that really matters. But first he

witnts o make one thing clear,
FBH is Avallable At Thess Fine Establishments ee-em, “We write metal, ™ he savs, “T'm ot one of
— et SR _ those people wh-:.a- says, ‘I'm writing this I:-:,'lr
This King of Surf Guinar, Dick Dals, plays the seeus "‘"-' Lk myself and 1 don't care if anvone hears it." |
phorverbser 10, Vil www Cboefai-11l cam for mors inte } - do want to please metalheads, T write for
EREERY CRAWL - 411 N TOCKER R ——— =1k metalheads. T write what 1 like, and dude, [ali
- o Sk & River Cit . 1 - e g Ty I
Rochin pnk fro ; Sarant D:;;F“ o wcthsod hardcoes me tnlh-..:l-.lakultll like this. :
"“*"'"“:'A?If::,.", e Rl 1) | But Coyvle’s only half-right: Metalheads
froen St e . ol w Fha )
¢1. LOWIS OLP SCHODL TATTO0 EXPO AT THE CITY MUSEUM weill love this, PLAYBICK «
Vv by Lyl Tutthe Hovembser 10-13, 701 B 15th 5t Harkonkn at the Crespy Crawl, 412 North Tuckes 5
ot ¥ Ly &
Fearuing live Eattaaing, LoD art @nhilst -mll:I -:|u"'_'ul|.: Boulevard. at 8 p.m. Sundny, B " e
TalnGo contEs, tarecs fbm DReRied 13 Tickets are 7 1o 59; call 314-621-9333 lar
pndl Fmoee” LI
3-00-1100 Friduy and msgrg information.
Contact the suthor =
% LRI
pasl fitsvwold@rhedronttiimes.com s
oontinued from page 51 LEE i1 7jiy
4096), and by returning o Reuter's show at
noon that same day. Future months find the
Vultures doing their usual multiple-times-
ToEE 11 12

a-week gigs around town and contributing a
cover of the Sonics” *Don't Believe in
Christmas” to the upeoming A Very Bert PL

e ] | JIYBACK «
Darx Christras, Vilume 4,

. The Vuliures' EP is also the first album [ BOREE]

w the !'at&r l}gﬂ[ﬁ... released by new label Big Muddy Records L
ll'mr it gﬂts" (wwwbigmuddyrecords.org), Johnmy O and
18 to get in, the Jerks drummer Chris Baricevie founded

www.PabstBlueRibbon.com

21 to get plastered the label this summer with friends from [RREEEE 1 H

high school = the home base is his south- | 1=

city apartment — on a bare-bones budget, T

inspired by Detroit's garage-rock label Ttaly W BUIILDING

{where the White Stripes got their start), i |

“We realized there's not a strong label in |8 s 2 UL ’

§t. Louis amymore that putsout rock & roll,” Rl AMPSTL & STL SCENE
WED"ES DAY Baricevic says. “It’s mostly a lot of inde- WELCOME

pendent artists who have to do evervthing

TRAGEY Fil G 5T L

BEHEE Lemns &, themselves. We wanted to start something W/ OME LONE CAR. SATOR
“5t. Louis used to be widely recognized 1M N H;;r'\:?fh- lr-h :_. ,qm
ol (=S LA -~ & IME £ MiC

angers ﬂ" the Edg-e 'Ly Hﬂrﬂ'ﬂkﬂ a% a music town — Chuck Berry, Lowis Arm- NOTHING STILL

MR 1256

strong would always make stops. Miles INGING FOR PROVIDENCE
LUNGING FUR FREUYIDENLCE
mﬁsuﬁﬂr-!Iiiiil-i'i'l'i'r"ll!ll-l-l-l-lllllliSi
dances. Now it seems like the ||r'.|r:.' hands
JMMHIEL’S"'.'F"llll..........--.'"ﬂr

Davis was from East St Louis, and Tke and
ASPENEINGE . o ovnonaaicieiisaisnonsbns s S'l‘gg Tina, they would be playing at high school SIDE OF FIVES
SOUTHERN COMFORT .........000neununenns .SE.ﬁ ﬂ:flrll; ]:Lﬂ-f::i?; ScTayliine the buls [
n'rr_n'wntn'rhl'c of what's going on” : i v l CTOR
FRIDAY SATURDAY el snachronists Casey Red ublucs WOOTEN

DE“EE PEIH tarist who's recently been playing out with 7 Errree
Thﬂn -A-Thﬂn ! a2 H hh‘lltmhi']{tﬂwnI.IT-T'.ghl.'.‘\nmwu.hm Powers IRO H & WI H E
: w/ 93.7 the Bull and a cellist) and Future Explorers of Outer
351 Longnecks. All Bacardi’s $1.50 Space (think sunny, psychedelic indie-pop). W! CALEXICO
e ; b . acarars - While Baricevic’s business model stresses T -
PDUF TUIJH'] dime I'It 53.50 Pitchers = §1 Schnapps camaraderie over cash money, he wanes St e BRAUE
Loais muskcians to get their due,
FRI., NOV., 11TH & SAT., NOV. 12TH, 2005 We'd love to get on a national level, COMBG

where bands from all across the country

LIVE MUSIG BY know the bands in 5t. Louis,” he says. . SEEEEET. LOUIS ENTERTAINMENT

Right now if vou talk to anvone who's into PRIVATE EVENT

RENEGAD Frae o rll D .
ing scene, [ think ours is just as thriving but m mississippinights.com

niobody knows about 5™ 4
COLLINSVILLE, IL 618-346-6775 e ORI NRA Dfanlon At
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